Cornerstone Elim Church, Silverdale Doris’ Doodles What do you own? 03.07.2021

Here is a picture of our Cornerstone Community Centre. (Sorry, afraid | could
only find this very old picture!) It is well used, not only by groups from the
church, but also by other groups who pay rent to use the rooms. We paid quite a
lot for it when we bought it about ten years ago, but | am glad to say that it is

paid for and the rent income helps us with the maintenance of the building.
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Obviously the building does not belong to any of the groups, [Ferisasrm—
they are only in charge of the building for the duration of their lettings.

This may seem like a change of subject but | would like to ask you a question. Can you think of all the things
that you own — house, car, money. Some have more possessions than others. Some have very few things
that they can call their own. How long is your list of possessions? Well folks, | have news for you. Do you
realize that you do not really own anything and that everything that you have belongs to God? Your
automatic response may be, “Well, I've paid for them” however, it is God who has supplied you with the

money to buy everything that you have and use on a daily basis.
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| suppose that one of the hardest things for us to accept is that God also owns our children. He lends them
to us for a period of time and in a natural way they normally outlive us, but, occasionally things do not
work out according to our natural order of things and our children die before we do. No matter how strong
our faith, | know from personal experience that this does not always make sense to us and we say, “Why
God?” They are ours for a while, but, like the Cornerstone Centre, we are not the owners. We have to face
the fact that there are some things to which we will never have the answers whilst we are alive.

What about our own lives? Do they belong to us? Are we meant to be in complete
control of everything that we do and say by making decisions that are ours alone
with no ‘say so’ from anyone else? God created us and it is His desire that He is
part of our lives. Many years ago He gave His people a set of rules to live by in the
form of the Ten Commandments — Rules that still form a major part in our laws today |
even after all these years. God made us, He guides us, He listens to us and wants us

to include Him in all of our decisions. We were not meant to live independently
of God.



God’s intention from the very beginning since man was created, was that we would be His own possession,
but sadly, things did not quite work out like that. Being God’s own possession was conditional on people
having a relationship with Him and being obedient to Him and His laws, yet down through the ages folk
have made decisions to suit themselves and have lived their lives independently of God. The result of this

) masnirEs 0F sLAVES is that God purchases us back again. What is the cost of this? We paid

the price for the Cornerstone building in order to make it our possession

and that price was paid by handing over a particular amount of money.
What was the price that God paid to get us back into a right relationship
with Himself? The price was paid when Jesus gave His life on the cross
for us. Just as slaves were bought from the slave market, Jesus bought
us, not for a certain amount of cash but with His life. What a price! There
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is no amount of money that can equal such a payment.

There may be many things that change throughout our lives, but there are certain things that remain the
same throughout the years. It is a long time since God told the Israelites that he wanted to be their God, to
guide them, look after them and for them to be His own possession. We may not be Israelites, yet we are
still on God’s agenda to be His special people. There is no-one on this earth whom God does not love and
with whom He does not want a particular relationship. No-one is too old, too young, too bad or too
anything to be eligible to take advantage of the price that was paid. There are some things that no amount
of money can purchase and this is one of them. It is a completely free offer that is available and is not
dependent on who we are, our position in life, what we have done or anything that we own. The
Cornerstone rooms are rent out for a limited period of time, but there are no limits at all on the time that
God wants us to be His own possession.

Remember:- Readings:

Never too old God’s own possession Exodus 19:5-6
Never too young Jesus aransom 1 Peter1:18-19

Never too poor Bought with a price 1 Corinthians 6: 19 - 20

Never too bad
Never too late

Money can not buy
everything



